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1. Introduction

The genesis of the World Information Society Day referred to 17 May 1865, when representatives of 20 European
countries met to sign the first International Telegraphic Convention and create the first international specialized
organization in the world 7 the International Telegraph Union, which was later transformed into International
Telecommunication Union (ITU). To commemorate this date, in 1969 ITU established 17 May as a World
Telecommunication Day.

Former state administration dealing with problems of telecommunication was responsible in each country for the formal
organization of the celebrations of the World Telecommunication Day. In Poland these were in turn the Ministries
of: Communication, Infrastructure, and Transport.

Initially, these celebrations were ceremonies solemn in nature, but limited to a narrow circle of individuals from
telecommunication sector. Only in 1996 they were transformed into an open event. The fact that ITU commenced to confer

a watchword connecting telecommunication with some domain of social life on the celebration of the WID was conducive

to such an open nature. Polish celebrations also commenced to refer to the watchword established for a given year

and they became an event which was open for the society and the economy, widely noticeable by public media. Since

1997, the celebrations have emphasized the issues of development of information society, and in 2000 the Conferences of

the Round Table organized for the most part abdyon itsiway toSteej m o f
information societyo also became an el ement of these <celeb
a number of conferences, seminars, community meetings, etc. initiated by many organizations and institutions.

Initially, celebrations of the WTD were organized by the Ministry of Communication and Telekomunikacja Polska. Next,

they were organized by the Association of Polish Electrical Engineers SEP. After the establishment of the Association

of Telecommunication Engineers (ATE), also this association began to organize the celebrations of the WTD on its own

account. In 2003, the Ministry of Infrastructure entrusted the organization of the central ceremony of the WTD

to the National Institute of Telecommunications (NIT) in cooperation with the Association of Polish Electrical Engineers

SEP and the Association of Telecommunication Engineers (ATE) . In the following years these celebrations were

organized by SEP in cooperation with ATE and NIT. Last year this group was enlarged by the Polish Information
Processing Society, which organized a seminar session entit]l
of the very last edition of the WTD.

Inasmuch as the celebrations of the WTD focused primarily on the issues of telecommunication, and recently also with ICT
(information and communication technology), the celebrations of the WISD include much more comprehensive thematic
scope concerning various aspects of this arising in front of our eyes and stormily developing new social formation.

Apart from the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), UNESCO and UN are also involved in the organization
of these celebrations, as well as many companies and institutions from the entire country and abroad, putting the major
emphasis on the problems of the knowledge-based information society.

In Poland, it is the Ministry of Interior and Administration which deals with the issues of development of the information
society in Poland and which for that reason is particularly interested in conferring the appropriate rank on the celebrations
of the WISD in our country.

The Polish Information Processing Society undertook to organize these celebrations on a wide scale in cooperation
with the highest state authorities, public administration interested in the issues of the information society, the Parliament,
the world of science, business, economic and trade self-governments.

The WISD currently serves the popularization of new technologies in the societies and presentation of opportunities
that result from their application both in the economy and social life. Events taking place in a cycle of subsequent editions
of the WISD also enable discussion and presentation of the latest problems and solutions connected with application
of ICT technologies in daily life. Frequently these events also serve the purpose of familiarizing the society opinion leaders
with ICT issues.

In Poland, since 2007, the Polish Information Processing Society (PTI) has been dealing with the organization of the World
Information Society Day. PTI already has a 28-year tradition of activity in the area of IT and information society, as well
as popularization of IT and telecommunication solutions. As NGO organization with a considerable experience in the area
of new technologies at large, PTI reaches with its message both the society, business circles and decision-making
administrative authorities.

Embracing the entire series of events within the celebrations of the WISD with the honorary patronage of the Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior and Administration, Mr. Grzegorz Schetyna, the honorary patronage of the General
Secretary of the International Telecommunication Union, Mr .
of UNESCO, the patronage of the Polish National Commission for UNESCO, and the patronage of UN may testify to

a high rank of the World Information Society Day.
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Celebrations of the WISD were open in nature i organizations and individuals interested in the popularization of the idea

of information society were involved in their organization. Adoption of the open formula also meant that PTI invited many

contents partners, patrons, and media patrons to cooperation on the organization and participation in the events, seminars

and conferences.

The Organization and Program Committee chaired by Wi esgaw Pal
organization of the celebrations of the World Information Society Day. The function of the operating centre was fulfilled by

Ra d o s g aszynolski i General Secretary of PTI. Each undertaking realized within the WISD had its own Project

Manager assigned.

Within the World Information Society Day 2009 in Poland, a number of events, seminars, discussion panels and
conferences took place, the report from which is presented in this paper.
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2. Composition of the Organization and Program Committee

Wi esgaw Paluszy@®ski (Polish ilChafrmean mati on Processing Society)
(in alphabetical order)

Radosgaw Bursztynowski (Polish Information Processing Societ)
Grzegorz Fiuk (Szczeci ki Scientific Technological Park)

Jan Grzybowski (Majax)

Woj ci e c h sddaafiok af Telfedommunication Engineers)
Marek Hogy@&ki (Polish Information Processing Society)

Andr zej Hor ode Es ki (Polish I nformation Processing Society)

Mi chag Jawor ski (Polish Chamber of I nformation Technol ogy ant¢
Ma § g or z a tvska-Iszkolskan(Bolish Information Processing Society)

Moni ka Mi-Chmieléwisk&EE@edia Communication Center)
Jan Raszewski (Polish Information Processing Society)

Andrzej Romanowski (Polish Information Processing Society)

Mi rosgaw St an dobTelécAnsrmrocatioreEngineens)
Borys Stokalski (Polish Information Processing Society)
Katarzyna Turksa (Polish Chamber of Electronic Commurlication)

In the photographs: The Organization and Program Committee of WISD 2009 at work
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In the photograph fromt he | eft: Wi e$gaw Pal u:
Chairman of the Organization and Program Committee

ofWI SD 2009, Vice Presideint of PTI
President of PTI
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3. Patrons and Partners

of Mr. Grzegorz Schet

of Mr . Ha ma «
Secretary-General
International
Telecommunication Union

9 kobiety.pl

Teleinfo24

Honorary Patronage

na i Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior and Administration

of UNESCO of Polish National

Commision for UNESCO

of United Nations

—S

T

Polski Komitet
do spraw UNESCO

i With the support of
: Communication and
¢ Information Sector

Osrodek Informacii
ONZ w Warszawie

Media Patrons

RHUIUﬁ.; 'HII‘P';l
KOLOR
. THE WARSAW
TPl VOICE

Polish and Central European Review
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Major Partners of the Entire Celebrations of the World Information Society Day

EXATEL QIange; e p

Major Partners of Great Gala of Information Society
Nokia Siemens .«

Qs rcCcC.o |

®
Networks A\
FRERNR cwna “\|||'--n||\\\\\\\
- _

®

Partner of the Great Gala of Information Society

POLSKA

WYTWORNIA
PADIEROW
WARTOSCIOWYCH S A

n6tl>a

Companies Supporting the Great Gala of Information Society

GTSREnergis INFOVIDE-MATRIX SHARP

upc

Partner of the Contents Part of Celebrations

Plus®

RAZEM LEPIE)J

Company Supporting the Contents of Celebrations
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O]

Alcatel-Lucent @

Contents Event

Partner of the Major

#NASK

Contents

Partners of Debates in the contents events accompanying celebrations of the WISD 2009
emiiel Micresoft

clena

Polski Komitet
do spraw UNESCO

I

CEYTRUM KOMUNKAC) MEDIANE)

a0 :
PIKE

SZCZECINSKI PARK
NAUKOWO-TECHNOLOGICZNY
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4. Events within the World Information Society Day

application of IT-communications
technologies in education

Event Date Place Organizer

InfoTrends conference 22 May 2009 | Szczecin Cityof Szczecin, Szczg
Technological Park

e-commerce conference 21-22 May Szczecin City of Szczecin, Sz

2009 Technological Park

Conference: Problems of Information 20-22 May Szczecin City of Szczecin, SzczeciCEs K i Sci

Society 2009 Technological Park

e-region conference 20 May 2009 Szczecin City of Szczecin, Si
Technological Park

e-city conference 21 May 2009 Szczecin City of Szczecin, Sz
Technological Park

IT fairs 2009 22 May 2009 Szczecin City of Szczecin, Sz
Technological Park

Netcamp 21 May 2009 Szczecin City of Szczecin, Si%
Technological Park

Grupa.szczecin.pl 21 May 2009 Szczecin City of Szczecin, Si¢
Technological Park

Conference on IT & Knowledge 27-28 April Jastrzn|GdaGsk University of

Management (IT&KM) 2009 G-ra Department of Management and
Economy, PIT

XXXIV conference of the Polish 4-6 May 2009 | Rawa Polish Chamber of Electronic

Chamber of Electronic Communication Mazowiecka Communication

and Exhibition of the Polish Chamber of

Electronic Communication 2009

Conference f 7 May 2009 Warsaw Board of Directors of PIT

Development trends of the electronic

medi a marketo

Conference Condition of Polish Internet 12 May 2009 Warsaw Department of Information Society of the
Ministry of Inferior and Administration,
Ministry of Infrastructure, Office of
Electronic Communications, NASK, PTI

VI Conference Information Technology 12 May 2009 Katowice G-rnoSI Nski Branch ¢

in Admi ni-setvicesfoi on 0

i nhabitants of Sile

Seminar: Innovative Management of IT 14 May 2009 Warsaw BTC Sp. z o0.0.

Resources

Conference: Business Process 14 May 2009 Warsaw AION

Management Forum Strategy Processed

Workshop of the working group of 14 May 2009 Warsaw PTI, CEPIS

CEPIS

Seminar fANew Techno| 15 May?2009 Warsaw Board of Directors of PTI

Educationbo

VI P Meeting: 0l nves|15May2009 Warsaw Board of Directors of PTI

of IT technologies 1 an effective tool of a

battle

with economic crisi

Great Gala of Information Society 15 May 2009 Warsaw PTI, Media Communication Center

Seminar Current issues of the 15 May 2009 Krak: - w The Court of Conciliation for Internet

jurisdiction of the Court of Conciliation Domains at the Polish Chamber of

for Internet Domains at the Polish Information Technology and

Chamber of Information Technology and Telecommunications, Institute of the

Telecommunications Intellectual Property Law at Jagiellonian
University

InfoShare 28-29 May Gda Es k Pomorski Branch of PTI, Sun

2009 Mi crosystems, WP.PL,

of Technology

Conference: Creative approach to the 5 June 2009 Wr o ¢ g a w| Foundation for Development of Education

System with the Ministry of National
Education and the Ministry of Interior and
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Event

Date

Place

Organizer

Administration

Seminar on digital heritage

17 June 2009

Warsaw

Polish National Commission of the
Information for All Program at the Polish
National Commission for UNESCO, the
Ministry of Culture and National Heritage,
the Ministry of Interior and Administration,
National Library, the Head Office of the
State Archives, PTI, and Kino Polska
Dystrybucja sp. z 0.0.

Young Computer Scientists Convention 6-8 Swi nouj | PTIi Pomorski Branch, Institute of IT in
September Management, Department of Economic
2009 Sciences and Management, Szczecin
University
Conference: Teacher in an Information 11-12 Szczecin The Ministry of National Education, City of
Society September Szczecin, Szczeci EsH
2009 Technological Park
XXV National Symposium of 16-18 Warsaw PTI
Telecommunication and ICT September
2009
6" Polish Teletraffic Symposium 2009 24-25 Warsaw Institute of Automatics and Independent
September Instituteof Comput er Networ
2009 University of Techng
of PTI
Seminar: Polish, European, and world 22 September | Warsaw The Ministry of Interior and Administration

strategies of development of Information
Society i _conclusions for practitioners

2009
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5. The Great Gala of Information Society and VIP Meeting:
Ol nvest ments and utili zZiamabhi on of
effective tool i n a battle with

Many representatives of state administration, community of entrepreneurs operating on the ICT market, and the world of
science and IT education participated in the Great Gala of Information Society, which was held on a Friday evening in
Ujazdowski Castle.

In the photograph: An occasional portico of Ujazdowski Castle in Warsaw i the WISD 2009
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